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The new album.​​​

Release: 16 December 2008

Tob Records (TRCD0025)

Featuring

Dave Milligan: piano

Tom Lyne: bass

Tom Bancroft: drums

Shops is a new CD of music written & performed by the Dave Milligan Trio. 

It’s also about shops.

Commissioned by An Tobar, The Tobermory Arts Centre on the Isle of Mull, this stunning and unique collection of music is inspired by the life and identity of a small community, and the survival of its livelihood. 
The Trio will be playing two concerts to celebrate the launch of Shops:

16 Dec 08 - 8.30pm: AN TOBAR, Tobermory Arts Centre, Isle of Mull.

17 Dec 08 - 8.00pm: THE LOT, Grassmarket, Edinburgh. 

Jazz UK:  "a dazzling display of technical skills and invention, - a keyboard master of today who is more melodic than, say, Bobo Stenson, but gentler than Jarrett. Certainly that's the sort of company he belongs in."

Observer "an exceptionally complete and cohesive sound, with great attention paid to dynamics and textures. The result is much more varied music than you would expect from this conventional-looking instrumentation."
The great contemporary jazz piano trios have various characteristics in common. Great players bringing their own personality to a true group identity, a clear unified sense of focus, strong writing, a sense of groove and swing… and a great piano player. Arguably the most important characteristic is individuality - something distinctively 'theirs' that lifts them above a hundred or more valiant keepers of the jazz flame across the world.
Where this CD fits in on global league tables is kind of irrelevant, and even the question goes very much against the local grain of this music. But this second album from the Scottish based virtuoso pianist and his long-term trio is certainly unique and deeply individual. It is defiantly everyday and deliberately provincial, yet finds something profound, universal and moving in the banal, routine, and very specific. 

An Tobar director Gordon Maclean's long term project of commissioning music to celebrate (or at least artistically process) life on Mull masterfully hides its deadly serious intent. That is to attempt something that is central to art's purpose - to make meaning out of reality in a way that is mercurial, irrational, and unpredictable. A process that, when honest, almost never fails to drill down to some truth below the surface, a truth that gets returned to us the audience by way of plugging directly into our senses and emotions.

Maclean’s seemingly unassuming and low-key pitch led the trio to initially think this project was a little lighthearted quirkiness - writing music about Tobermory shops - and they were swayed by the slightly nutty idea of performing in the shops themselves and spending a week in beautiful Tobermory. However, they rapidly found themselves involved in a project not really about shops, but about community, survival, and identity. 

The performances in the shops were truly surreal - as the juxtaposition of art and the reality it came from often is  - and in an understated way really quite wonderful. They started with an audience of two baffled old ladies under hair-drying machines in Catriona’s Unisex Hair & Beauty Salon and gathered an audience as the band lugged their gear along Tobermory’s seafront main street. They continued with performances in Tackle & Books, Browns Hardware Store, Duncan’s Outdoor Clothing Emporium and even Ronnie Leckie’s Art Shop & Gallery. The final concert of all the music at An Tobar itself at the end of the week’s project was inexplicably and profoundly emotional. Initially the band felt this was a specific local reaction to hearing music written about their own small town and its unsung strengths. But subsequently they were struck by how audiences everywhere responded to the stories behind the music and the themes and feelings they brought up.

This project is a writing collaboration featuring all three musicians’ compositions, including the soundscape and electronica skills of BBC Jazz Award winner Tom Bancroft who created some of the music out of location recordings in the shops and of the people there.

Dave Milligan is very much in demand as a musician in the Scottish folk scene - even to the previously unheard of point where as a jazz musician he has been nominated as Best Instrumentalist in the Scottish Traditional Music Awards. His working life and music is deeply soaked in Scottish music as well as the jazz tradition - from where you can hear everything from echoes of McCoy Tyner to hints of Jarrett, the looseness of Bobo Stenson to the folkiness of Mikhail Alperin.  

'Shops' is genuinely a suite of tunes written about five Tobermory shops - but don't be fooled - there is much more musical material there than it suggests on the tin, and such a lot of incandescent piano lines to be woven around those fascinating threads.

CONTACT:                     

Gordon Maclean

email: gordon@antobar.co.uk     web: www.antobar.co.uk

tel: 01688 302211

Dave Milligan Trio
email: trio@davemilligan.co.uk   web: www.davemilligan.co.uk
tel: 07702 073077
